
orientation package 
Information you don’t want to miss!

September 2011 nelSon

nelson 1.866.301.6601   |   selkirk.ca

get
         connected



   nelson 1.866.301.6601   |    selkirk.ca 2  

Important Dates
 If your program does not begin in the regular September or January semesters please contact the 
Admissions office for specific date information.

September 2011
5   labour Day – college closed

6  First day of classes in respective 
program classrooms

6  Fees are due on or before the first 
day of class

7    ‘ get connected’ event for new and 
returning students - nelson campuses

19   last day to withdraw from classes with 
a 75% refund

OctOber 2011
1  late penalty assessed for all unpaid fees

3   last day to withdraw from classes with 
a 50% refund and not have course/s 
shown on transcript.  after this date 
refunds will not be granted

10    thanksgiving Day – college closed

NOvember 2011
10    last day to withdraw from classes or 

change to audit

11   remembrance Day – college closed

December 2011
1  Winter semester registration begins.

9     Fall semester instruction ends – most 
programs

12-21    Fall semester examinations – most 
programs

24   christmas Holidays – college closed

JaNuary 2012
3  college campuses re-open

3 Winter semester instruction begins

3 Fees are due on the first day of classes 
16  last day to withdraw from classes with 

a 75% refund

30  last day to withdraw from classes with 
a 50% refund and not have course/s 
shown on transcript. after this date 
refunds will not be granted

February 2012 
1   late penalty assessed for all 

unpaid fees

13-17   reading Break – note the reading 
break may vary in length program  
by program

march 2012
9   last day to withdraw from courses or 

change to audit

april 2012
5 Winter semester instruction ends -  
 most programs

6 good Friday - college closed

9 easter Monday - college closed

10-18 Winter semester examinations - 
 most programs

21 graduation ceremonies - all campuses

may 2012
1 Spring/summer semester instruction 
 begins

21 last day for most vocational programs

25 Victoria Day - college closed

JuNe 2012
1  Fall semester registration begins

July 2012
1  canada Day – college closed

Note: For programs with other start dates 
and/ or a shorter semester, refunds are based 
on the date of notification of withdrawal if 
received in writing by the  Admissions 
office. For a shorter semester, refund of 
fees prior to or during the first five days of 
instruction is 75 percent of the tuition fee. 
refund of fees during the 6th to 10th day of 
instruction is 50 percent of the tuition fee. 
after the 10th day of  instruction, no refunds 
will be granted.



   nelson 1.866.301.6601   |    selkirk.ca 3  

in the first few weeks of a new semester, there are always adjustments to make, 
and some students may find they experience greater challenges than others.

early identification of issues and timely support may make all the difference to 
a student’s success in a program.

early alert is an online referral system that enables instructors to identify 
students who are facing challenges in their courses or programs. this should 
occur during the first 3-4 weeks of a semester.

Students referred to early alert will be contacted by email and invited to meet 
with a member of the Student access and Support Department. the student 
will then be connected with appropriate support services or resources.

early alert is available for the first five weeks of the Fall and Winter semesters. 
at all other times, students will be referred directly to the appropriate services.

Contact earlyalert@selkirk.ca for more information.

the computerized placement test (cpt) is a pre-admission assessment of 
english and Math.  all students applying to Selkirk college are required to 
take the cpt.  the cpt provides a basis for advising students on appropriate 
program or course choices, thereby increasing their chances of success. 

the cpt is offered at the castlegar, nelson, and trail campuses.  For those 
students who live outside the area, a distance option is available.

Register online at:
http://selkirk.ca/services/sas/spandexaminvigilationservices/

ComputerIzeD plaCement test (Cpt)

early alert
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stuDent aCCess anD support

the Department of Student access and Support is a cornerstone for  
Selkirk students. We’re here to help students succeed by facilitating  

access to post-secondary education for prospective students as well as 
supporting students while they are studying at Selkirk college.

Aboriginal Services - the aboriginal Services 
coordinator provides support to all prospective 
and current aboriginal students and works 
closely with staff, students and communities to 
enhance aboriginal learners’ participation and 
success rate in Selkirk programs. 
Marilyn James - 250.365.7292 

CPt and exam Invigilation Services - the 
computerized placement test (cpt) is required 
of most students applying to Selkirk college. 
it provides a basis for advising students on 
appropriate program or course choices. 
Selkirk college also offers centralized exam 
invigilation Services. the schedules and online 
registration for these services can be found on 
the website at: http://selkirk.ca/services/sas/
cptandexaminvigilationservices or contact 
paris Voykin - 250.365.1313  

Counselling – counsellors help students to 
work toward their goals by providing career 
and personal counselling, educational planning 
and course advising about programs at Selkirk 
college and at other post secondary institutions, 
the university transfer system, and career and 
employment trends. 
robin Higgins - nelson campuses  
250.352.6601 ext. 225
laurie read and tami o’Meara -  
castlegar campus  250.365.1273
counsellors also have scheduled days at trail 
and grand Forks campuses.

Disability Services - Disability Service 
coordinators provide a variety of services to 
support the educational goals of students with 
documented disabilities. they assist eligible 
students to access funding for equipment, 
adaptive software, and other programs 

and services. they also provide transition 
information for prospective students and  
offer assistance with admissions and  
registration procedures.
glynn Woodburn - nelson campuses   
250.352.6601  ext. 205   
Myriam Spencer and trish Foy (on leave) - 
250.365.1380 - castlegar campus
nadya Sofonoff - Disability Services assistant  
250.365.1429 - castlegar campus

Learning Success Centres - learning Skills 
coordinators provide support to students 
in three major areas: one-on-one tutoring, 
workshops and peer tutoring. one-on-one 
tutoring and workshops focus on effective 
learning and study skills and include topics 
such as time and stress management, 
organizational skills, reading comprehension, 
note-taking, memory techniques, review, and 
exam preparation, while peer tutors provide 
assistance with specific course content.
Felicity Blaiklock and laurie Jarvis - Silver king 
campus 
250.352.6601 ext. 247 
randall cannon - tenth Street campus 
250.352.6601 ext. 347 
todd Solarik - castlegar campus 250.365.1338  

For more information on  
Student access and Support go to  
selkirk.ca/services/studentsupport/
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the Financial aid office is located in the administration Building on the 
castlegar campus. please take a moment to familiarize yourself with 

some of the information and services we offer.

FInanCIal aID

Don’t let your financial situation prevent you 
from furthering your education. Selkirk college 
strives to make post-secondary education 
accessible and affordable to its students. 
last year Selkirk offered our students over 
$500,000 in awards and support. 

contact the Financial aid office or visit our 
website at selkirk.ca/students/financialaid for 
information and/or assistance in:
•  planning and budgeting for the school year.
•  applying for government student loan 

programs.
For government funding general information, 
please visit  StudentAidBC.ca or CanLearn.ca

the Financial aid officer is regularly available 
on the nelson campuses - call 1.888.953.1133 
ext. 295 to make an appointment. 

eNtraNce SchOlarShipS  
& awarDS 
the entrance awards program offers awards 
to students entering Selkirk college who have 
demonstrated high academic achievement 
or community involvement. For application 
details and deadlines visit selkirk.ca/students/
financialaid/awardsandsupport/. 

SchOlarShipS
the Scholarship awards program offers 
awards to students who have demonstrated 
high academic achievement while attending 
Selkirk college.  For application details and 
deadlines visit selkirk.ca/students/financialaid /
awardsandsupport/.

burSarieS
Bursaries are awarded to students who 
are academically successful and show 
financial need.  For application details and 
deadlines visit selkirk.ca/students/financialaid/
awardsandsupport/.

wOrk StuDy
Work Study is a student employment program 
where you can work on campus while going to 
school. Job postings are available through the 
Financial aid office in September. 

SOutherN iNteriOr 
DevelOpmeNt iNitiative truSt 
(SiDit)
Students in both secondary (high school 
transitions) and post-secondary programs 
may be eligible for this award. For application 
details and deadlines visit selkirk.ca/students/
financialaid/awardsandsupport/.

Need more information? 
contact the Financial aid office at: 
1.888.953.1133 ext. 295 or  
email financial_aid@selkirk.ca

Visit our website at: selkirk.ca/students/
financialaid /awardsandsupport/.
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if you are registered in full-time studies at 
Selkirk college you will be enrolled in the 
Selkirk college Students’ Union (ScSU) Health 
and Dental plan. If you have existing coverage 
you must remove yourself from the plan 
(opt-out) by providing proof of existing 
extended health and dental coverage by 
September 19th. opting-out  can be done at 
the ScSU office on your campus or online at the  
ScSU website - selkirkstudents.ca.  the option 
to opt-out will be available after august 15, 
2011. 

there is a change of coverage period at the 
beginning of each school year. this is the period 
when students can opt-out of the plan, or add-
on additional family members and dependants. 
once the Change of Coverage period is over, 
changes to your Plan can not be made for 
the remainder of the school year.

the change of coverage period is from  
august 15th to September 19th.

the Selkirk college Students’ Union (ScSU) 
Health and Dental plan was designed by 
students for students to provide many 
important services and help cover expenses 
not covered by your basic provincial Medical 
Services plan (MSp) or iMed (if you are an 
international student). these services include 
prescription drugs, dental care, travel health 
coverage, and more.

if you have any questions please contact our 
Health and Dental coordinator,  
David lubbers, at healthanddental@
selkirkstudents.ca or by phone at 250.365.1262.

selkIrk College stuDents’ unIon
HealtH anD Dental plan
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if you have to drop a course, it is important to follow the guidelines.

Guidelines 

• You may drop a course online anytime before September 6, 2011.

• after September 6th, to drop a course/program, your decision MUSt be communicated to the 
records office by filling out & submitting a course change form (found in the admissions office) 
within the deadlines noted below.

•  if you do not communicate the dropping of a course/program to the records office, this may 
result in a DnW (Did not Withdraw) and no tuition refund. please note that a DnW can have a 
negative impact on your overall gpa (a DnW receives a grade point Value of 0.00).

tUition iS DUe anD paYaBle prior to tHe FirSt DaY oF claSSeS. (a late fee will be charged for 
all unpaid tuition and fees.)

Drop Policy – Refund of tuition*

If you drop a course/program: You get a tuition refund of:

between September 6 & September 19, 2011 75%

between September 20 & October 3, 2011 50%

after October 3, 2011 0%
   
Drop Policy – transcript Note

If you drop a course/program: on your final transcript you will see:

between September 6 & October 3, 2011 Nothing

between October 4 & November 10, 2011 w = withdrew

after November 10, 2011 – withdrawals not 
allowed

DNw = Did Not withdraw

Note: For programs with other start dates and/or a shorter semester, refunds
are based on the date of notification of withdrawal if received in writing by the
admissions office. For a shorter semester, refund of fees prior to or during the first
five days of instruction is 75 percent of the tuition fee. refund of fees during the
6th to 10th day of instruction is 50 percent of the tuition fee. after the 10th day of
instruction, no refunds will be granted. 

*Where there is a discrepancy between the Selkirk college calendar 2011/2012 and college policy, 
the one that is most favourable for the student will apply.

How to Drop a Course/program
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lIVIng on Campus 
tentH street resIDenCe In nelson  

tenth Street residence is the newest addition to the tenth Street campus offering a variety of 
accommodation from single units, dorm style with shared washroom and kitchen facilities, as well 
as “pod” units with 3 and 5 bedrooms with kitchen, minimum of two bathrooms, dining, living area 
and laundry facilities.  each unit is fully furnished and offers internet and telephone services, the 
ideal place to settle into campus life.  

the residence is surrounded by trees and nature. the sound of the creek, the views of kootenay 
lake, the numerous walking and biking trails at doorstep offer a tranquil setting that is second to 
none.  a short walk down the hill, kootenay lake park offers numerous water-sports and activities 
to choose from; tennis and bocce course, kayaking, and sailing.

residence living at Selkirk 
college supports you 
academically and socially, 
giving you opportunities 
to meet creative, 
intelligent people and 
develop friendships that 
will last you a lifetime 
as well enables you to 
take advantage of all the 
services available to you 
as a campus resident.

Apply Now:  
to download an 
application and fee 
schedule visit Selkirk.
ca/housing/ or call 
250.352.6601 - ask for 
carolyn tuai.

oFF-Campus HousIng

We can provide students with lists of available rental properties in  
nelson, castlegar, trail and other local areas. to access the lists go to   
www.selkirk.ca/students/kootenay-life/off-campushousing/listings.

You can also send an email to housing@selkirk.ca or telephone 
the college at 1.866.301.6601 in nelson to request the list. 
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loCal FaCIlItIes anD aCtIVItIes

buS traNSpOrtatiON
For information about bus transportation and 
passes go to busonline.ca/regions.

library
library hours and details are available online at 
selkirk.ca/services/library/

caFeteria   
castlegar: 7:30am - 2:00pm  Mon.-Fri.
nelson - Silver king: 7:30am - 1:30pm   
Mon.-thurs., 8:30am - 1:00pm Fri.
nelson - 10th Street: 7:45am - 2:30pm   
Mon.-Fri.

bOOkShOp 
the Bookshop carries required textbooks for 
courses offered at the college, technical & office 
supplies, and a range of crested gift items.

Bookshop Direct line: 250.365.1281 
toll Free: 1.888.953.1133 ext. 281
castlegar campus: Mon.-Fri.  
8:00am - 4:00pm
Silver king campus: Mon.-thurs.   
8:00am - 1:00pm, closed Fri.
tenth Street campus: Mon.-thurs.   
9:00am - 2:00pm, closed Fri.

NelSON recreatiON/activitieS
Selkirk college offers a variety of sports, 
activities, and recreation. Basketball, volleyball, 
badminton, racquetball, squash and dodge 
ball are just some of the sports offered in our 
gymnasium. 

Fun social events like the Ski night, curling 
night, Bowling night and Wine tours are offered 
throughout the school year. Various fitness 
classes (Yoga, tai chi, circuit training, capoeira, 
etc.) are available at great student discount 
rates, and the use of the gym and weight 
rooms are free for all students and staff. Various 
contests and games are scheduled throughout 
the year, so get involved, get in shape, and have  
some fun! 

recreation facilities in nelson are located in 
Mary Hall, at the tenth Street campus. the 
Student activities coordinator posts facility 
schedules for use of the gymnasium and the 
weight room each month online at selkirk.ca/
athletics/facilities/

contact kim Barker at 1.250.352.6601, ext 325 
for more information.
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aBorIgInal serVICes

the aboriginal Services coordinator provides 
support to all prospective and current 
aboriginal students and works closely with 
staff, students and communities to enhance 
aboriginal learners’ participation and success 
rates in Selkirk programs. Services can include 
such things as assistance with the application 
process, help with band funding, information 
on programs and accessing status and 
advocacy & support during the semester.

For more information about aboriginal 
Services see our aboriginal Student Services 
brochure, or visit 
selkirk.ca/services/sas/aboriginalservices.

lower columbia all First Nations (lcaFN) 
is a non-profit society working to serve 
aboriginal people in the West kootenay/
Boundary region.  they administer and 
provide confidential services and support 
in the areas of employment, training, work 
experience, apprenticeship opportunities; 
mental health and addictions advocacy & 
support groups;  legal services advocacy; child 
& family services & advocacy; and resources in 
Status application, business and other areas.  
For more information contact: ed pongracz at 
1.877.304.2246.
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WeDneSDaY, SepteMBer 7, 2011
tentH Street caMpUS, nelSon Bc

Visit us online for orientation Day details at
selkirk.ca/students/future/orientation.
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